
Paula is a sweet woman who has worked for ConocoPhillips for 

21 years. She was in the Upstream division for 13 and in Down-

stream (presently) for the past 8 years.

She has battled cancer for the last ten years. In 2000, she was 

diagnosed with breast cancer and endured radiation, and a 

lumpectomy but by 2003 the cancer had metastasized to her 

liver. Treatment involved chemotherapy and a resection of her 

liver. A test showed that she has a type of cancer protein that is 

resistant to chemo.

In 2009 the breast cancer metastasized to her lymph nodes. Her 

condition is non curable but she is in remission and is on a study 

right now of a new drug.

Paula is lucky to have family to help her. Her mother goes with her to treatment and her brother drives 

her. Most of her medical expenses are covered by her insurance except deductibles and out of pocket 

expenses. Paula is concerned that she will be living with this for a long time since at this point the cancer 

is manageable. Her fear is that eventually the drug will stop working and then she may have to stop 

working too. Paula is not able to work full time but tries to put in any overtime she can to help pay bills. 

She is running out of savings. At this time she lives independently (her son lives with her and helps her 

physically).
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